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Why Join FLTA? 
FLTA Protects My Interests in Tallahassee!

· FLTA led the charge to update the data call statute and has worked hard on developing the information to actually be collected, in order to preserve and protect promulgated rates in Florida.
· FLTA helped defeat a bill which would have required every title transaction to be searched back into ownership by the King of Spain.
· FLTA fought to prevent Short Sales facilitation from being considered the Unlicensed Practice of Law.
· FLTA blocked a proposal that only a licensed title agent could communicate with a Realtor or Mortgage Broker about referring title insurance.
· FLTA worked to soften a rule which would have cut off Florida condominiums from most federally insured mortgages.  
· FLTA helped fix the Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act, and eliminated the risk that thousands of e-recorded documents could have been invalidated.
· FLTA made certain that changes to the adverse possession procedure could actually be found by title agents in our searches.
· FLTA and the RPPTL section of the Florida Bar worked to statutorily reverse a Court holding so that our agents wouldn’t have to examine every underlying lease in a rental property and close out notices of commencement for tenant improvements.
· FLTA is working to preserve our ability to rely on a “final” foreclosure judgment in spite of the known robo-signing problems.
· 
Every Day

FLTA is Fighting to Protect your Livelihood
Why Join FLTA?
FLTA Provides the Information You Need

to Improve Your Business!

Knowledge is Power! We operate in a highly regulated industry in a rapidly evolving real estate economy.  Being unaware of  the latest rules and requirements can result in unnecessary expenses.  Not understanding and reacting to the changing environment can be fatal to your business. FLTA provides valuable, timely information to help you stay current and avoid costly problems and missteps. 

· FLTA brings experts to the annual Convention and Zone Meetings to help you better run your businesses. In the past, FLTA has brought our members:
· Information about the upcoming Data Call
· Presentations on RESPA Compliant Marketing.
· The boundaries of unlicensed practice of law and how to parter with a local law firm.
· Presentations on how our Regulators analyze potential Unlawful Inducements and other Issues.
· 
· FLTA brings its members the latest information about the Real Estate Industry, best practices, changes in the law and developing trends, through:
· Quarterly Newsletters
· Dozens of Bulletins every year
· Frequent additions to Resources on the FLTA Website 
· The Latest Information on FLTA’s Government Affairs Blog; and  
· Monthly Agents’ Section Calls. 
Every Day

FLTA is Working to Protect our Livelihoods 

by Providing the Information Our Members Need!

Why Join FLTA?
FLTA Helps Me Prevent Fraud 

and Avoid Being a Victim!

Florida has ranked #1 in Fraud for years. Every time a real estate fraud gets reported, a title agent is questioned and their records subpoenaed. It is all too easy to unwittingly become a suspect, or even a co-conspirator, based on an unknowing mistake or failure to heed the warning signs! 

FLTA has one of the most active Fraud Prevention programs of any title association in the nation.   We strive to educate our members on how to spot and prevent frauds BEFORE THEY HAPPEN!  

· FLTA capitalizes on a limited statutory exemption from libel and slander to coordinate the sharing of behind the scenes information on suspected frauds and “bad actors” among our insurers. These often form the basis of the “Caveats” that you receive from your underwriter.  
· FLTA has a special Fraud Prevention Committee which strives to bring the latest patterns of fraud to light, describing the “Red Flags” to watch for -- so FLTA members are less likely to get burned.
· FLTA builds Fraud Prevention topics into many of its Continuing Education offerings.
· Law enforcement officials, prosecutors, bank fraud supervisors and others have attended FLTA zone meetings and Fraud Prevention committee meetings to brief us on the latest trends in real estate fraud.
· FLTA was honored to host Brian Albritton, then U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Florida at its Annual Convention, where he gave a detailed presentation on Mortgage and Real Estate Fraud. 
· FLTA Members have succeeded!   Many members have refused to close “suspect” transactions.  Several have even coordinated “stings.”  All because they knew what to look for and spotted the fraud before they – or anyone else – was burned!
Every Day

FLTA is Working to Protect 

your Livelihood and Reputation!

Why Join FLTA?
FLTA Gives Me the Opportunity to be

A Better, More Involved, Title Professional 
“Networking” is an overused buzzword. In most businesses – and certainly in title – personal relationships can make all of the difference.  People almost automatically respect those who are actively involved in building their industry. It’s a sign of competence, a sign of respect, it’s the mark of a true professional.  We are more likely to refer business and opportunities to the involved professional. This is true whether you are a title agent, a lawyer, or a Realtor.® 

FLTA provides many opportunities for you and your staff to get involved, to start building your network and professional reputation, and to really make a difference in the title industry and to your own business!

· FLTA’s Annual Convention – Every year 150 or more title professionals gather for FLTA’s annual convention.  It’s work; It’s play; It’s Learning; It’s Great Networking, and It’s FUN!
· The Government Affairs Committee is one of FLTA’s most Active and Most Important Committees.  They review and evaluate every bill filed in the Florida Legislature and make recommendations for changes, fixes and ultimately to FLTA’s board for the title industry’s annual legislative positions and agenda.  The members of this committee actively guide the industry’s legislative agenda.
· Every year, FLTA members congregate in Tallahassee to meet with our elected officials and explain the needs, interests and concerns of the land title industry and our agencies and support that agenda.  It’s not only a networking opportunity, but a chance to be on the cutting edge and actually guide issues affecting the real estate industry. 
· 
FLTA has 3 Sections, 15 committees and lots of active projects.   There are plenty of great opportunities to get involved, get active, network, and grow your team personally and professionally.

Participate Like Your Livelihood Depended On It!

Why Join FLTA?

FLTA Protects Us before the Courts
FLTA closely monitors Florida’s court rulings to bring our members the latest information on changes that can affect our business, increase claims or require changes in underwriting standards and practices.  Court decisions can dramatically affect property rights, create “hidden liens” or other problems for the title industry.   

Some issues working their way through the appeals process present such significant issues that FLTA would file a Friend of the Court (“Amicus”) brief to point out broader issues and consequences – things that the litigants might overlook as not helpful to their narrow case, or which a judge not well versed in the technical details of real estate law might simply miss. 

In the last year or so, FLTA has filed amicus briefs in three appellate cases:

· Wells Fargo v. City of Palm Bay addressed the issue of whether a local government by ordinance could give their liens priority on a par with taxes and ahead of a previously filed mortgage.   This claimed lien priority also extended to the $500 per day fines imposed until a violation has been cured.  We can all imagine the havoc if those liens take priority over filed mortgages and the title claims that would be triggered.  More troubling is that such a ruling could cause Florida mortgages to be uninsurable by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. 
· Pino v. Bank of New York – Mellon arose out of an allegedly fraudulent assignment of mortgage filed in a foreclosure case and the claim that completed court actions or proceedings could be unwound – perhaps even after a property has been conveyed to a bona fide purchaser after a completed, insured foreclosure sale.
· Bleich & Elder v. Chicago Title is one of the reissue rate class actions, now on appeal to the Third District Court of Appeal. The court is being asked to hold that a title insurance agent has an affirmative duty to actively search out any prior policies (even if not provided by the parties) in order to quality a transaction for reissue rate credit. We believe that to be a major change in the law, and more importantly a burden that would be almost impossible to meet. 
Our goal in each of these cases is to make certain that the court understands how certain rulings might adversely affect the bigger picture or land title generally.

Sometimes we are unsuccessful in getting the “right” public policy result in court (often because the statute at issue was flawed – and the judge correctly interpreted a flawed statute), FLTA will work with others to legislatively “reverse” bad precedent. This was recently done in both the Olmstead case, which held that a judgment lien against a member of an LLC could attach to the LLC’s property, and in the Everglades Electric case which held that all the recorded notices limiting attachment of liens for tenant improvements rarely worked.
FLTA is Working to Protect Your Livelihood

Against Bad Precedent
Why Join FLTA?
FLTA Provides Resources Your Business Needs!

· FLTA offers FREE for-credit webinars for FLTA members and their employees approximately every other month.   Enough to meet your bi-annual requirements and stay sharp on the basics of what we do.
· FLTA provides Convenient Search and Examination Resources and References for your Examiners:
· FLTA provides its members with Quick links to Official Records, Tax Records and other critical information in Every Florida County.
· FLTA provides connections to valuable state and federal land records that are often hard to find. Do your examiners know where to quickly find Spanish Land Grants? Original Government Land Office Surveys and field notes? The location of the Erosion Control Line in all beachfront counties?  FLTA Members Do!
· Recently FLTA coordinated updates to “The Treaty” –  the agreement among Florida’s Title Insurers that often lets agents close over technical title defects without having to postpone the closing in order to track down releases and curative documents. Do your employees know exactly what The Treaty lets you insure over?  Do your employees know where to find a copy quickly when they need it? FLTA Members Do! 
· FLTA provides us the step by step checklists for recovering Condo and HOA estoppels when our deals don’t close – and even a lawyer to pursue those who don’t want to pay you.
· 
FLTA is Working to Protect Your Livelihood

by Providing the Resources You Need!
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